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A book of social commentary published twenty years ago? 

loading tunes, playing games (online, PlayStation, Game Boy), 
checking out Web sites, sending text messages, IM'ing, Tivoing, 
watching what you've Tivoed, browsing through magazines 
and newspapers, reading new books — now you've got to stop 
and read a book that first appeared in the last century, not to 
mention the last millennium? Come on. Like your outlook on 
today could seriously be rocked by this plain-spoken provoca- 
tion about The World of 1985, a world yet to be infiltrated by 

dreds, DVDs, call-waiting, caller ID, blogs, fl 
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The Peek-a-Boo 
World 

Toward the middle years of the nineteenth century, two ideas 
came together whose convergence provided twentieth-century 
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"Now. . . This" 
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